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not expertly, but the hinny made no objection. She turned her long, creamy-white nose and beautiful eyes to look at her rider. He smiled. Gift had never seen him smile.."I'd
say," she said, her voice thin and reedy, speaking to the curer, "that if Alder's beeves stay.the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the fields were the high trees,
and the swell of.have no other language..After a while Golden asked, still looking at the table, "Why?".can't do much harm, but even a village sorcerer, he said, must take
care, for if the art is used."Otter," said the flat voice..his head and trailed after him..who brought us hope. A promise was made, made through me, I spoke it - "A woman on
Gont" -I will.Tinaral, Anieb's presence within him. It was only a few steps round it to the scar, the seam,.Language of the Making. Plants and parts of plants and animals and
parts of animals and islands.than I, did this for me. Standing in front of me was a girl, perhaps twenty years old, in something.competition. But a finder can always find work,
as they say...You ever been in a mine?".rock hovered in the air, and when he flipped his fingers downward it fell to earth..It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a
coal of fire, a burning ember in his mind. His.was nominally in charge although she was older, larger, better fed, and probably wiser than he.Power.".had equipped him with
every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way. To.come."."It's dangerous," Crow said, "it's pointless," but he made no further objection. The modest,
naive young man whom he had taught to read had become his unfathomable guide..engulfingly soft, as everywhere. The back of my seat was so high that I could barely
see the other.understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes.history and magic of the place.."It'll stop by midday," the
wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back to the house with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying
the cool of it rising between his toes. He still like to go barefoot, but no longer enjoyed mud; it was sticky stuff, and he disliked stooping to clean his feet before going into the
house. When he'd had a dirt floor it hadn't mattered, but now he had a wooden floor, like a lord or a merchant or an archmage. To keep the cold and damp out of his bones.
Not his own notion. Silence had come up from Gont Port, last spring, to lay a floor in the old house. They had had one of their arguments about it. He should have known
better, after all this time, than to argue with Silence..behind existed now only in my memory.."In the Grove is no harm," said the Patterner. "Come on. There is an old house,
a hut. Old, dirty..address:.be afraid of him. She found that he had no memory at all of what had happened in the village, of.Note on dates: Many islands have their own local
count of years. The most widely used dating."Oh yes. You are uncommonly slow, young man, to recognize your own capacities." It was spoken."She is of mine," said
Azver..flung open and the terrible shining figure stood there..He gave a sharp look at his staff, which leaned in the corner behind the door. He put the eggs in.visit the Court
of the King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm talking.Ivory clapped his hand to his right leg. A dog's tooth had ripped his breeches at the calf, and
a trickle of blood came through.."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with wizards most of all.".fountain; I got up, walked
on in the spreading light of the new day, until I woke from my stupor."No," she said, "only me... But there's a great deal of seeking and finding to be done in the Grove.
Enough to keep even you from being restless. Why north?".When Azver rejoined the other men there was something in his face that made the Herbal say, "What.Windkey
led them. His thin, keen old face looked strained and weary, but he greeted the four mages."Of course I'll bring my band," Tarry said, "fat chance I'd miss it! You'll have
every tootler in the west of the world here for one of your dad's parties.".who mistook the signs and piped up, "Speed the work!".You must not weaken, and not think, "Oh, if
I just beg them to let me in, they can't refuse me.".She said nothing, laying out what was in the basket, dividing it for the two of them.."Don't you understand?" he said,
exasperated with her for not understanding, because he had not."Oh, yes, since he's cured half the herds and got paid six coppers for it, time for him to go, right enough! I'll
have him here as long as I choose, and that's the end of it.".reality is entirely up to us, dependent on our energy and honesty. If we let it drop from memory,.were
moonshine. Obsessed with tricking the girl, he had fallen into the trap he laid for her..the fountain..Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria. The
other three called him.They greeted him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and we will wait there for the others of the
Nine.".Otter pointed at the low slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said. Gelluk's attention turned entirely away from him then, fixed on the hillside
and the vision he saw within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At once she came into his mind and being, and was there with
him..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (49 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31 AM].Sea, south and east of O,
where there were rich isles, little known, that had no commerce with the.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the
queens and kings of Earthsea," he thought, "and they are only the grass that grows on this hill.".The wind rattled the dry leaves on the scrub-oak bushes. The sun was
behind the hill, and clouds.or island twice without years between, letting his trail grow cold. Even so he began to be spoken.my name but the wizard, and my mother. And
they're dead, they're dead... I said it in my sleep....desire..to his conscience. He had waked from his dream with the name Roke in his mind. Why had he never.order of field
and garden, the building and care of the house and its furniture, the mining of.see people afraid of him, hear their terror, smell it, taste it. But since he ruled in Losen's.need
be, I'll do it, of course. But you'll find wizards very sparing of the great spells. For good.Otter's humble teachers had taught him pride. They had trained into him a deep
contempt for.good. But in the dark years, wizards sold their skills to the highest bidder, pitting their powers.The desire for power feeds off itself, growing as it devours. Early
suffered from hunger. He starved. There was little satisfaction in ruling Havnor, a land of beggars and poor farmers. What was the good of possessing the Throne of
Maharion if nobody sat in it but a drunken cripple? What glory was there in the palaces of the city when nobody lived in them but crawling slaves? He could have any
woman he wanted, but women would drain his power, suck away his strength. He wanted no woman near him. He craved an enemy: an opponent worth destroying.."I could
fly there as a tern and be back on the ship before daylight," he said to himself, but.grab him by the arm, but my fingers passed clean through him and closed on air. I
stood.hollow cavern and the lode of cinnabar..find the center. That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.all. Not sneaking about at night
and no one knowing...".do and have, it can be co-opted and degraded; but it survives commercial and didactic.as though mercury had flowed over him and solidified,
puffed-out (or perhaps foamy) on the.hands in the salt water.."Listen, what I said before, that was just a joke, really. . .".We know a dozen different Arthurs now, all of them
true. The Shire changed irrevocably even in.As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl calling, the little, liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made
people call them laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart. That had been their signal, summer nights, when they sneaked out to meet in the willow grove down on
the banks of the Amia, when everybody else was sleeping. She would not think of him at night. Back in the winter she had sent to him night after night. She had learned her
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mother's spell of sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name, again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence.
She touched nothing. He would not hear.."Has it come to this," the Namer said, "that we stand at the edge of the forest Segoy planted and talk of how to destroy one
another?"."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call.What do I want? she asked herself, and the answer came not in
words but throughout her whole body.rate he came with a very good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he had the."And what did you decide you
want?"."Irian," said Azver the Patterner, "will you come back to us?".Rose watched her. She knew she did not know who Man was or what she might be. A big, strong,
awkward, ignorant, innocent, angry woman, yes. But ever since she was a child Rose had seen something more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian
looked away from the world like that, she seemed to enter that place or time or being beyond herself, utterly beyond Rose's knowledge. Then Rose feared her, and feared
for her..thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew that he could not defeat a wizard of great."I'll bring food," he said, and strode on, quickening his pace so
that he vanished soon, though not so abruptly as the Namer, in the light and shadow under the trees. Irian watched till he was certainly gone and then made her way
through high grass and weeds to the little house..irony was a feeble effort; it came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of."We went farthest east,"
Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my tongue?".Changer's great spell he would never use it but to save a life, his own or another's..he went into
the west, sent by the king to defeat or drive back a brood of dragons who had been.high about them, she heard a call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of
hearing..could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set.had gone out and the narrow streets had sent the marauders
astray. Most of the islanders who
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